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Monographic Studies
Sudies on Genealogy of Ancient China
Qian Hang (3)

Geneslogy in ancient China took two forms: one focused on the earlies ancestor and the firg wife sfirgt
9n and another focused on relatives within the nog recent five generations. During the Song dynasty when the
predominant form traced relatives within the recent five generations, there was a trend to return to traditions
and principles of the form which traced the earlies ancedor dl the way down to the nenvest generation. This
was of great sgnificance for it transcended individua clans and revealed higorical continuity and geographical
changes. The generalization and virtudization of clan relations were a rational outcome of higorica develop-
ment.

The Xiangli Sysem during the Northern Dynasty and the World the Villagers Lived in

—An Invedigation Based on Sone Insriptions

Hou Xudong (16)

It is generaly believed in academic circles that during the Northern dynagy the Xiangli adminigrative
sysem in which a xiang (county) was divided into severd i (locdity) ceased to exis with the establi shment
o sarzhang (literdly* three heads,” that is, of lin, li, and dang, al loca adminigrative units) sysem.
But thiswas ot ©. Desite egablishment of the sanzhang sygem, the xiangli sysem survived in rurd areas
during the Northern dynagty. With the exception of areas around the capital of Northern Qi , in the period from
about the Taihe reign of Northern Wel to the end of Northern dynagy the xiangli sysem prevailed throughout
the countrysde. During the Northern dynagy , in contrag to previous dynadies, xiangli had fixed geographi-
ca boundaries, perhaps reflecting the sysem of equal adlotment of land. Desite its ubiquitousness, however ,
ordinary villagers did rot idertify with the xiangli sygemin their everyday lives; rather , they showed a grong
senxe o belongng to the villages where they had lived for generations. Badng their activities on the village
the xiangli sysem exiged for them only in form.

An Invegigation of the Evolution of the Title of the Liao Dynasty
Liu Piyjiang (30)
The evolution of the title of the Liao dynasy was nore conplicated than is generdly thought. In the early
days dter itsfounding the dynagy title was* Grand Khitan.” During the reign of Emperor Taizong a dud title
wasin use: in the areas inhabited by the ethnic Han people in Yan and Yun prefectures the title became

“ @andLian” whilein the grasdandsit remained Grand Khitan. The title changed twice again during the reign
- 189 -
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periods of enperors Shengaong and Daozong. However , in the Khitan and Niizhen languages the title” Haa
Khitan” or* Khitan” never changed. The conmplex naming conventions reflected the dualigic politica sygem.

Medical Undertakings againg Epidemic Dissases South of the Yangtze River during the Qing Dynas
ty —Reactions of Sate and Society to Pegtilence during the Qing Dynagsy
Yu Xinzhong (45)

Medica undertakings outh of the Yangtze River during the Qing dynagy were full of vigor because of ac-
tive participation by the private sector and rich medical resources, athough the gate did not meke great eforts
to build medical inditutions. Fom the Jiaging and Daoguang periods, medica amenities south of the Yangize
River were on a sharp increase, and changed gradualy from purely charitable organizations into normal medical
bus nesses prenccupied with curing epidemic diseases. There was growi ng cooperation between the government
and the private sectors ingead of antagoniam. Rather than shrinking , the powers of the government at various
levels expanded. The dynamic growth of the private sector conpensated for the sate s impotence and lack of
wedlfare policies.

Resiging the Japanes Literary Syle: Debates over Chinese Language during the Late Qing Dynasty
Luw Zhitian (57)

For late Qing scholars, language was badcaly trested ingrumentaly , even though linked with Teo in
both the principle that“ the function of literature is to convey the Teo” (wenyi zai dao) and the propostion
that“ Teo isreveded by the literature” . After modern nationalis ideas were introduced to China from the Wegt
the Chinese language was acclaimed asone inportant agect of quintessential Chinese culture. With the goread
of Japanese literary style and its trademark neologiamsin China, there was a genera tendency to denounce and
res g the Jgpanese literary gyle. During this debate, Wang Quowei , later to be dubbed a* conservative ,”
chalenged Yan Fu , the paragon of Western learning: Yan s trandations, sid Wang , while in corformity with
the gyle of clasic Chinese, failed to convey the true meaning of the origind language.

The Xiangdi System in Villages in North China during the Period from the Late Qing Dynagy to the
Republic of China ——The Case o Huilu County , Hebei
Li Huayin (75)
Xiangdi , a sami-dfficid pogt regpongble for collection of taxes and local security , was in the villagesin
Huilu county of Hebel province during the period from the Late Qing Dynagy to the Republic of China to be
filled by villagers in rotetion. The prevaence in the area of Huilu of the xiangdi sygem characterized by the
villager community as an integrated unit was closgly related to the reatively gable natural ervironment , a ©-
cia gructure dominated by land-holding peasants, and strong patriarchal clan links. It made the loca power

pattern different from both the lax peasant ciety found in nog areasdf North China and the rule of loca genr
- 190 -



